
Pond UVs

Fact Sheet. 

UVs are used to prevent green water caused by excessive levels of floating green algae. They guarantee crystal clear water! 

Algae blooms in ponds normally occur in the summer because of the high levels of sun light, nitrates and minerals etc.  

UVs are cheap to run, easy to install, low maintenance and very effective. They do not in any way harm plant or animal life within the pond. 

When water is passed through the unit the ultraviolet rays cause the algae cells to flocculate (clump together). This makes them heavier, sink to the bottom of the pond and die.

UVs are available in a range of sizes and are rated in Watts. The higher the Watts the more powerful the UV. There are many factors that must be considered when deciding what size of UV is required for a pond, but in general you should allow about 10 Watts per 1000 gallons of water. See leaflets for more details.

J.W.G. stock Kockney Koi, Evolution Aqua and Oase UVs. These UVs have proved to be very reliable, very effective,  good value for money and the spares are easily obtained. 

Contrary to popular belief flow rates through UVs are not that critical. The water passes through the unit many times and the effects caused accumulate over time. However it is normal for about half the pond water to pass through per hour. Never assume that it is better to get as much water through as possible as there is no evidence at all that this is beneficial and extreme flow can stir up sediment in a pond. 
The actual tubes inside the UVs are fully effective for about 6-8 months, even though they may be fully illuminating the output of ultraviolet rays will be lessened. Most people replace tubes in the springtime once a year.

There are a number of other ways of controlling green water, they include chemicals, barley straw, magnets, shading the pond perhaps with plants etc. etc.. However none of these methods work as well on a consistent basis and are as cost effective as UVs. 

Sometimes UVs are used to control bacteria and viruses, but this requires hugely powerful specialised units, to be effective. The UVs that are sometimes used in Aquariums (normally Marine) are a good example.   

UVs are not effective against blanket weed, they can only treat the free floating algae as it is passed through the unit.

If you want to see the fish, then it is simple fit a UV.

A must for every pond!

Lee Calladine.

